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humanity " is strongest within the breast of the Asiatic, and that whatever may" 
be its metaphysical errors from a Christian point of view, such a creed cannot in 
justice be stigmatized as " an immeasurable curse." 

The origin of Brahminism is lost in the night of time. Would not the Hindoo, 
in so far as mere antiquity is concerned, be justified in claiming for his creed 
what you do for yours, and, making use of your own words, exclaiming, on his 
side : "Why is it that it lives on and on, while nations and kingdoms perish ?" 
" Is not this the survival of the fittest ?" 

SCRIMAN MadHWA-ChARYAR. 

III. 

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH OUR DAUGHTERS ? 

The article on working women, by Ida M. Van Etten, in the North Ameri- 
can Review for March, ends with a regret expressed for their condition, the 
hopelessness of bettering their outlook for lack of capital, and the impossibility of 
ever saving enough to enable them to establish, even in a small way, a business of 
their own. I take up Mrs. Van Btten's regret, and will endeavor to show a way 
in which women would be enabled to have a financial future. 

My proposition is meant, not for working women only, but includes every 
family of moderate means, blessed with daughters. 

All over Germany exist what are called "Sparcassen" (saving banks), which 
correspond, in a measure, to the endowment plan of the American assurance 
companies. The best known is the " Wilhelmscasse," named after the Emperor, 
who is its patron . At the birth of a girl, the father and mother insure her (kanf en 
sie ein) in such a Casse for as much as they are able to bestow every year on the 
future of their new born baby girl. The amount is paid annually. The Casse lays 
out the money in behalf of the insured, at interest, chiefly in real estate. In this 
way the money accumulates, and at 18, or her majority, the girl is the possessor 
of a snug little capital. This will serve her to study any favored profession, go to 
some good conservatory, or start in business ; and last, but not least, buy her 
trousseau, if she has a chance to follow woman's truest mission 1 Now, why can- 
not well-to-do American women establish such a way of providing for their less 
fortunate sisters ? What a blessed gift from a godmother to a poor little girl 
such an insurance would be I I truly believe it would give zeal and encour- 
agement to many true, poor parents, if by this small economy they could help to 
provide for their dear ones. It is better than a life assurance, for it takes away 
the " sting of death : " all may live and enjoy the fruit of their economy ! How 
much better a yearly outlay would be, for people in moderate circumstances, than 
in costly toys and extravagant dress, by which children are brought up to ex* 
pectatjons. 

There is no great capital needed for this " Casse," only the help of some well- 
known woman ! The "Casse" itself would afford employment to many intel- 
lectual women, for I advocate the exclusive management by women. This Casse 
established, women who now slave for large factories at starvation prices could, 
with the help of their few hundred dollars, establish a work room of their own and, 
through thrift, again provide in the same way a future for their daughters 1 And 
for all classes it would help to solve the puzzling question: 

" What shall we do with our daughters ?" 

E. ShusteB, 
IV. 

NO AMERICAN SIBERIA. 

Much has been said in favor of a project to utilize Alaska as a penal settle' 
ment, and to largely substitute exile thither for the penalty of imprisonment in 



